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HISET Test

Cost: $115

2 retakes free of charge

3 times in 12 months

New versions each January

Passing Score: 45 total
Subtest Passing Score: 8 out of 20
Writing Essay: 2 out of 6

Scores reported immediately
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HISET Test at a Glance

(ETS) HiSET

HISET® - Test at a Glance (TAAG)
Information Brief

The purpose of the ETS High School Equivalency Test (HISET®) is to certify a candidate’s attainment of
academic knowledge and skills equivalent to those of a high school graduate. HIiSET scores will identify those
candidates who have performed at a level consistent with high school equivalency. Information from the
HISET program also will help identify areas in which candidates are career and college ready, as well as areas in
which additional preparation may be needed.

Candidates will be tested in five core areas: Language Arts - Reading, Language Arts - Writing, Mathematics,
Science, and Social Studies. Descriptions of each of these five tests are contained in this document. The
HISET* Practice Tests allow candidates to view sample content and item types and provide them with general
information about their level of preparation for taking the operational form.

Through ongoing validity research, the HISET program has been connected to college-readiness indicators.
Candidate performance relative to these indicators is part of the reporting system for the assessment.

The following TAAG sections give a quick overview of each HiSET test and include:
+ Test name
« Length of test (Time)
« Number and types of questions (Format)

- Content Categories and approximate percentage of the test

- Process Categories

« Process Category Descriptors
« Depth of Knowledge Levels (DOK)*

The emphasis of each category is expressed as the average percentage of the number of questions per
category. This percentage is the approximate average number of questions across the forms on the HISET exam.
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https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag.pdf
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/taag.pdf
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Reading Content
| 65 minutes, 50 multiple choice questions

| 40% Literary Texts, 60% Informational Texts
Comprehension is over 50%

Test Taking Strategies

Language & Reading Vocabulary
Skimming

Poetry

Figurative Language

Literary Terms
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Writing Content
120 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions
1 essay - Argumentative (2 passages)

Common Punctuation & Capitalization Rules
Commas: Appositives, Direct Address, Infroductory Phrases, Series
Colons & Semi-colons

Parallel Structure

Topic Sentence & Paragraph Development
Writing Essay Tips

Write a fully developed essay

Provide ideas and examples

Avoid just repeating

Take a position

Do not depend solely on ideas from provided texts
Key Focus: essay’s ability to express and support ideas
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Science Content
80 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions

) Life Science - 49%, Physical Science - 28%, Earth Science - 23%
Reading Comprehension

Plant and Animal Cells
Human Body Systems - Role of DNA
Genetics: Dominant, Recessive, Mutations, Punnett Square

Specialized Cells: compare the structures of different types
of biomolecules such as carbohydrates, lipids, and proteins

Reproduction: Meiosis, Mitosis
Photosynthesis

Energy: Renewable, Non-Renewable
Matter: 3 States, Physical, Chemical
Tables, Charts, and Graphs
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Social Studies Content

70 minutes, 60 multiple choice questions

History: 35%, Civics/Government: 35%, Economics: 20%, Geography: 10%
Reading Comprehension

e Important World/U.S. Events: river vailey Civilizations,

Classical Civilizations, Age of Exploration, American Revolution, Early
National Era, Civil War & Reconstruction, Gilded Age, World War |, Great
Depression & New Deal, World War ll, Cold War

Government: Democracy, Republic
Balance of Power & Govemmen’rol Foc}’rs
Map Skills - U.S. 13 Colonies >
Feudal and Caste Systems ,,
Supply and Demand e o

Quick Civics Lessons

Political Cartoons
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Math contt

90 minutes, 55 multiple choice questions

! Calculator Options &
o el ()|
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HISET Math Formula Sheet ' B
Quadratics and Functions 8 | B

Order of Operations: PEMDAS
Numbers: Rational, Irrational

Circle Formulas: Area, Circumference
Stafistics: Mean, Median, Mode, Range
Slope: Rate of Change, Rise/Run
Percents to Decimals to Fractions



https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/mathematics_formula_sheet.pdf
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Score Reports

Meauring the Porwer of Leaming.

(ETS) HiSET

The HIiSET® Comprehensive Score Report

A the HISET* you will find thy needed to
pass the HISET g with easy Yes/N to explain which
you have met and which you need to still work on completing.

Rebiraon, Michas!
ADC12348

@ HIiSET Comprehensive Score Report

High School Equivalevicy Tast

A SE
P o taken o v of the HESET + vkl subtests? Yes
on o 1 You
 the Exzony? Ye
20 HSET nttents of st iemat 457 Yeou .ra
Did ass the HISET exam? ey e
— il oo il e I Yes quickly identifies if you have
" - - passed the HISET exam, ]
,‘ E r
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0. This section displays
whether your highest
score has met the passing
threshold for each subtest.
= A minimum scaled score
of & is needed to pass
(B) v scaa sconn »n each subtest.

€. The HISET summary sectsan will display the
highest score you have achieved on cach
subtest along with the date you took each test.

E The Total Scaled Score is a cumulative
record of the highest scaled score(s) on
each subtest.

(ETS) HISET

A.This Is where you
will find your score
fiar each subtest.

Mezwuring the Pomer af (earming.

The HIiSET" Individual Test Report

Individual Test Report
Migh School Equivalency Test

@ HIiSET

TewiDule:  Novernte:

Language Arts - Writing

Your Outofa Minmum scelod
score puasble scoce regured
Language Arts - Writing 15 20 8
- indicator quici
Essay 2 8 2 Sentifes ’:z

Did you muet the misimem requirenests of the Langerge Arts - Writing auttest?
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C.The college-/career-ready indicator, avadable only an the Individual Test J
Reports, will display of you show a level of performance similar to the minimum
leved required to succeed in college-leved credit-bearing courses.

Language Arts — Writing Performance Summary

Percentags of Bess
(2] armweesd corractly
Organization of Ideas 8%
Language Facity 8%
Wirtting Conventons w%

Your Possitse
scorm soare
Essay 2 8
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(ET , The People Who Make the Test!

NEW AND
REVISED

The

Of]‘icial \Guide:ﬁe
HISET Exam

HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY TEST

e 1 HISET" Exam Practice test from the ETS Test Makers
e 2 HiSET Exam-style practice tests
¢ Updated to reflect the current HISET Exam

SECOND EDITION

The most reliable and accurate
guide to the test
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Free practice tests at
hitps://hiset.ets.org/

HiSET Academy: 4 practice
tests/subject

Khan Academy Support Videos:
hitps://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list free

videos.pdf

Online practice tests through ETS
and Essential Education: $2/test
Official online practice tests:
$10/subtest

GED/TASC resources



https://hiset.ets.org/
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf
https://hiset.ets.org/s/pdf/list_free_videos.pdf

